Wray with Botton Parish Council
www.wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk Clerk: Abbie Harrison
Tel 07443839625 E -mail: clerk@wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Monday 14th September 2026, 7pm. Meeting Room, Village Institute
Minutes
Meeting opened 18:57
Present Cllr Harrison, Cllr Wright, Cllr Cheshire, Cllr Holcroft. Cllr Pritchard (LCC).
Open Forum 

27/41 – Apologies for absence- Cllr Marshall, Cllr Crimmins (LCC)

27/42 - Declarations of interests and dispensations  - Cllr Harrison – Clerk's wages, Cllr Wright – Village Institute

27/43 – To approve the minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on Monday 8th June 2026. - approved

[bookmark: _Int_fhKGKYsM]27/44 – To co-opt to the Council – one vacancy no applications. Cllr Liz Walkden submitted her resignation prior to today’s meeting. The Council wish to extend their thanks to Cllr Walkden for her service to the local community over her time on the Parish Council.

27/45 - Council Admin – Clerk's wages - The pay levels have been agreed by LALC for 2026-27 and Councils are recommended to back date them to April 2026. 
The Clerk role is currently paid at SC18 - which has now increased from £16.35 to £16.89.
This would mean a backdated payment of £70.20 for April 2026 - August 2026.
Monthly salary payments would then increase from £425.10 to £439.14.
Proposal – council to decide whether to apply the LALC pay settlement – Council approved to backdate the pay increase to April 2026 and assume the new rate going forwards.

Grant opportunities – 02/07/26 absoluteplay – offering a free bid writing service for Parish Council – Clerk looked into this and determined it is not useful for the Council at this time.
09/06/26 -  LCC Funding For Access for All Projects – Clerk emailed project ideas in for the Community Orchard 07/09/26. Clerk to meet representative at the Community Orchard on Wednesday 23rd September to further discuss funding opportunities.

AGAR – Small authority portal – Clerk signed up to the new service for submitting annual AGAR.

Website – updated by Clerk 07/09/2026

27/46 Finances:
Expenses: Lengthsman’s wages July - £462.00; August - £308.00; September - TBC
Clerk’s wages - £425.10 (£403.10 after tax - £22.00) July, August and Sept.
HMRC – Clerk's tax payments - £69.63 (quarterly)
Cath Halstead playground repairs August £349.64
A. Harrison – reimbursement for dog poo bags, July £30.98
Parish Online Website – July £432.00
Parish Online mapping – July £72.00
Pandora Signs - SPIDS - £8058.00
LCC – Pole and SPID installation - £1667.60
ICO – Data protection fee - £47 (02/10/26 by DD)
SLCC – PIALC training course for Clerk - £168.00
Expenses approved.

Income: none
Savings and Investments: NS&I  - £2904.23 as of December 2020 

Virgin Bank Account Balance - Previous £34,091.56 as of 09/06/26
Current £21,825.51 as of 08/09/26
Clerk presented the bi-annual budget review to the Council – to be shared on Parish Council Website.

27/47 Wray Village Institute – Harrison Drury solicitors are continuing to work on land registry title transfer in conjunction with solicitors for the Village Institute.
17/08/26 - request for confirmation on land registry confirmation on execution clause. 
27/08/26 - Clerk responded with required information

Proposal – Council to resolve to approve the execution clause as per the previous land registry transfer. Council approved the execution clause.
Proposal – Council to resolve which 2 Councillors to be named on the Land Registry Transfer and to sign and individually seal the transfer. Cllr Steven Harrison and Cllr Keith Cheshire to be signatories.

27/48 Banking – Virgin mandate has been updated to reflect the current Council (10/06/26) Clerk to update mandate to remove Cllr Walkden.

Santander – Cllr Cheshire to follow up as no communications from the bank as was expected.

27/49 Neighbourhood Plan – Survey from LALC received and completed by the Clerk 07/09/2026.
Planning Parish Council Forum was postponed until Tuesday 6th October 2 – 4p.m. Clerk will attempt to attend for the first part of the Forum.

27/50 Planning Applications – 
20/08/26 - George and Dragon, Main St, Way – cut back dead south-western limb and reduce live crown by approx. 2.5m
12/08/26 - 34 Wennington Road, Wray – full tree and stump removal
28/07/26 - 4 The Orchard, Wray – Erection of a single storey rear extension
14/07/26 - Roeburn Cottage, Wray, LA2 8QR – Installation of package treatment plant
13/07/26 - Birks Farm, Wray, LA2 8QU - Erection of extension to existing dairy cattle buildings to form cover over open slurry store
02/07/26 - Birks Farm, Wray, LA2 8QU - Erection of extension to existing dairy cattle buildings to form cover over open slurry store
10/06/2026 - Bridgend, Main St, Wray – Instillation of EV charging point on listed building
No comments or concerns noted on any planning applications or tree work applications.

27/51 PROWs: Main St – Home Farm, DMMO 804-763 – Appeals process is ongoing.

27/52 Wray Community Orchard  -  Awaiting quote for hard-standing for picnic tables. Council considered asking playground repair companies if they would be able to do this. Also mentioned to consider asking HARP if they would be able to assist as part of their community outreach commitments. Clerk to continue working on this matter.
27/53 Village Greens – 
Parish Playground –  Clerk contacted LCC for guidance to see if Synergy products would meet their standards. All items are covered by guarantees ranging from 5 – 20 years. Clerk to contact Synergy to check their certification and guarantees.
a) Fence in need of repair on playground – Cllr Harrison to check the state of the fence and see if repairs will suffice. - Posts are rotting and need replacing. Clerk to ask lengthsman if they can carry out the replacement of these posts and consider a replacement of the full fence at a later date.
27/54 Speed calming measures for the village
SPIDS –  08/09/26 - SPIDS installed and payments made to LCC and Pandora Signs. Clerk to request paperwork and keys from LCC lighting department.
27/55- Smithy Brow: CONFIDENTIAL
Clerk responded to further queries from seller’s solicitors and was informed on 06/08/26 that we would be updated once our solicitors had heard back from the seller’s solicitors. 07/09/26 - Clerk sent follow up email as no further communication received. Solicitor chasing up.
27/56 Church graveyard extension – Clerk had a conversation with Peter Edge in July to explain the Council’s thoughts on this matter so that he could feed this back to the Parochial Parish Council for their consideration. Clerk to contact Peter Edge to see if there is an update from the Parochial Parish Council.
27/57 Matters Arising – Lancaster City Council Small electricals collection point initiative to be discussed. Concerns over size of things that may be dumped alongside it and whether it may inadvertently lead to fly-tipping. Council considered an area covered by CCTV may be required. Council queried the size and colour of the bin (bright pink) and wondered if it was appropriate for an AONB/conservation area. Clerk to share these thoughts to the initiative organisers and attend the Teams Meeting on Tuesday at 2p.m. Council also suggested that organisers consider approaching local businesses/sites such as the Tea Rooms and Village Institute to gather their thoughts. Suggestions were made that the bin may be better placed at existing recycling points such as at Bull Beck and Hornby car park, or alternatively to consider placing them at Hornby or Bentham fire station, should they have space on their forecourt.
Council resolved there was no suitable location within Wray Village.
27/58 - Date and time of next meeting – 
Monday 12th October, 2026, 7p.m. 
Meeting closed at 19:57


