Wray with Botton Parish Council
www.wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk Clerk: Abbie Harrison
Tel 07443839625 E -mail: clerk@wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Monday 9th November 2026, 7pm. Meeting Room, Village Institute
MINUTES
Present – Cllr Wright, Cllr Marshall, Cllr Holcroft, Cllr Harrison, Cllr Pritchard (LCC), Cllr Cummins (LCC), one member of the public.

Meeting commenced 19:01

Open Forum - local resident requested some form of shield be put on the SPID on Hornby Road as it flashes into their living room and bedroom. Clerk to contact Pandora Signs to see if they are able to fabricate a suitable ficture.

27/75– Apologies for absence – Cllr Cheshire sent his apologies.

27/76 - Declarations of interests and dispensations  - Cllr Wright – trustee of the Village Institute.

27/77 – To approve the minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on Monday 12th October 2026.  Approved.

27/78 – To co-opt to the Council – two vacancies no applications.

27/79 - Council Admin – 
Budget decision for 2027-28 Precept – Council to consider the budget for 2027-28 and approve the precept demand.
Approved the propsed budget for 2027/28 and a precept demand of £12,570. This amount covers the running costs of the Parish Council, all of which can be viewed on the accounts which are published on our website.
Lengthsman requested an increase in hourly rate, from £22 to £25 due to increased costs – approved with immediate effect.

27/80 Finances:
Expenses: Lengthsman’s wages October – £132.00
Clerk’s wages - £439.14
HMRC - £99.07 (quarterly tax payments on Clerk’s wages)
Income: 15/10/26 £250 Tatham Estate – rent
16/10/26 £110.93 - Santander bank closure, balance transfer
03/11/26 £0.30 VM cashback
Savings and Investments: NS&I  - £2904.23 as of December 2020 

Virgin Bank Account Balance - Previous £20,766.18 as of 07/10/26
Current £19,998.66.00 as of 08/11/26

27/81 Wray Village Institute – Harrison Drury solicitors are continuing to work on land registry title transfer in conjunction with solicitors for the Village Institute. The signed forms were submitted but this flagged up a few issues that needed clarifying. The original proposal was for the form to be signed and sealed, however the Council no longer has a seal, thus this was not possible. Therefore, the Council need to resolve to approve all transfers and sales of land are to be approved by independently witnessed signatures. Approved
The form returned to the solicitors also had an issue with the printing ink, so a new copy was requested to be signed, without a date of transfer being added on the front page. 

Cllrs signed new transfer forms which were independently witnessed. Cllr Wright will deliver these back to the Solicitor’s offices.

27/82 Banking – Virgin mandate in the process of being updated. Cllr Walkden’s online banking access has been revoked, Clerk is awaiting the form from Virgin to complete and send back to update the bank mandate.

Santander – A payment has been received which suggests the account has now been closed. No paperwork received by Clerk to confirm, as yet.

27/83 Neighbourhood Plan – Planning policy emails discussed. Clerk to complete the GBI Survey. Council considered the current Neighbourhood Plan and decided it required no updates at this time.

27/84 Planning Applications – 23/10/26  - 26/01057/VCN | Erection of a single storey self-build dwelling with associated detached garage, parking and amenity space (pursuant to the variation of condition 2 on planning permission 25/01305/FUL to amend the plans to reduce garage footprint, photovoltaic panels increased and relocated to rear elevation of dwelling, air source heat pump moved and installation of external door together with revised Sustainable Design Statement & Energy and Carbon Statement) | Land To Rear Of 34 Wennington Road Home Farm Close Wray Lancashire. - no concerns or objections

12/10/26 - 26/00847/FUL | Change of use of agricultural land to domestic curtilage in association with The Croft 2 Kiln Lane, erection of a single storey wrap around extension, construction of dormer extension to the rear elevation and erection of a detached garage | The Croft 2 Kiln Lane Wray Lancaster Lancashire LA2 8QW - some concerns were noted about the extension of the plot of land into agricultural land and crossing the village heritage boundary, as identified in the Neighbourhood Plan. Also concern that a heritage hedge was removed without permission and has been replaced, along the newly proposed boundary line, by a fence – Parish Council would consider planting a hedge more appropriate, to rectify the damage done to local wildlife and wildlife corridors.
Clerk instructed to reply to the Planning dept directing them to our Neighbourhood plan, Section 2, and suggesting an hedge be planted to replace the heritage hedge that has been removed.

27/85 PROWs: Main St – Home Farm, DMMO 804-763 – Appeals process is ongoing.
Registry of land – further information required by Land Registry – Council to consider response to be made. Clerk responded via letter to the address provided as calling the number provided proved impossible with waiting times of nearly 2 hours on hold, with no answer.

27/86 Wray Community Orchard  -  Funding options being pursued by Clerk. Clerk submitted application to LCC Funding for All grant and chased up April’s grant application to Champion Bowland.
Council considered HARP funding options and possible sites for benches further out of the village. Proposal for the Parish Council to collaborate with the Village Institute and other local businesses to collate one proposal for the village as  a whole to present to HARP when they open their Community Foundation funding porgramme - approved
27/87 Village Greens – 
Parish Playground –  Clerk authorised by the Council to pursue replacement/repair with Proludic and Synergy. Quotes from  Proludic and Synergy to be considered and Council to resolve which firm and options to use. To repair and install everything the Parish Council would like to (in Playground and Community Orchard) came to £20,000 + VAT. This was broken into different options to consider different budgets. 
 Council resolved to accept quote QUO 194c from Synergy, without picnic benches £9334 + VAT. Clerk to contact HARP regards possible funding for this project.
Finding Fitness – Clerk has posted the proposed equipment on Facebook as part of the application process is to demonstrate a public interest in the idea. 20+ likes are required. Finding Fitness will then prepare the application for the Clerk to submit to Lottery Funding. If awarded, the funding would cover the cost of the equipment and installation but not the VAT. Clerk checked with accountant and the PC would be able to reclaim the VAT. Clerk to submit the required information to Finding Fitness.
a) Fence in need of repair on playground – Synergy submitted a quote to repair the gate post and next fence post and, as the wire fence is very damaged at the bottom of this stretch of fence, a quote for replacing the full side with a bow topped galvanised steel fence option.  Approved repair of gate post, one fence post and replacement of wire mesh down one side of the playground.
27/88- Smithy Brow: CONFIDENTIAL
Solicitors are altering the wording of the positive covenant and proceeding with the paperwork. Council to approve new wording provided by solicitors, which would allow for the owner of the land to apply to Lancaster City Council for planning permission for installation of EV charging point and a structure for the parking of vehicles. Council approved.
27/89 Church graveyard extension –  Peter Edge spoke about the previous considerations on this matter about swapping the Holt’s field for the Parish Council land (Rushbutts) and the most recent proposal for a small strip of the Holt’s field being swapped for the PC field. This arose as an assessment that the churchyard would be full in 20 years time. Parish Council felt that this would not be an equitable swap, as they would lose rental income and a larger amount of land than they gained. The Vicar also advised that the land would need to be in her name, therefore the Parish Council would not have ownership of any land in this scenario. The Church also raised that they would not have the funds to fence off the section of land, so would require funding from the Parish Council for any work required on the plot. The Church has decided that, as they do not have the funds for this, they were going to shelve the idea and leave it to the Parish Council to pursue if they wish. 
The Council advised Peter Edge that the Council is open to the idea but would need to have accurate dimensions for the proposal. There is a concern that, should the Church close, the ownership of the land may become an issue, if it does not revert to Parish Council ownership. 
Cllr Marshall recalls that the Holt’s field is slightly bigger than Rushbutts. There is a planning embargo on that field, but there was a suggestion that this could be overcome in time. Cllr Marshall mooted the point that the extended church yard could be owned by the Parish Council and still used for burials as a municipal graveyard.
Council proposed to take over negotiations with Rosemary Holt. Cllr Marshall offered to take the lead on this, with Cllr Wright or one other Cllr to accompany for any meetings. Cllrs to record brief summaries of any meetings/discussions to feedback to the Parish Council. 
27/90 - Date and time of next meeting – 
Monday 11th January, 2027, 7p.m.
Meeting ended 20.55

