Wray with Botton Parish Council
www.wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk Clerk: Abbie Harrison
Tel 07443839625 E -mail: clerk@wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Monday 8th June 2026, 7pm. Meeting Room, Village Institute
AGENDA

Open Forum 

27/23 – Apologies for absence 

27/24 - Declarations of interests and dispensations none

27/25 – To approve the minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on Monday 11th May, 2026.

27/26 – To co-opt to the Council – one vacancy no applications

27/27 Finances:
Expenses: Lengthsman’s wages £TBC
Clerk’s wages - £425.10 (£403.10 after tax - £22.00)
Cath Halstead (benches) £300.00
AJ Gallagher (Insurance) £730.59
S. Openshaw (Defib Battery) £336.00
Income: none
Savings and Investments: NS&I  - £2904.23 as of December 2020 

27/28 Wray Village Institute – Harrison Drury solicitors are continuing to work on land registry title transfer in conjunction with solicitors for the Village Institute.

27/29 Banking – Virgin mandate signed and submitted, along with photo i.d. for new Councillors. Photo i.d. for Clerk and Chairman was the requested and submitted.
Santander – Cllr Cheshire to update.

27/30 Neighbourhood Plan – Invitation received from Lancaster City Council:
We are delighted to invite you to the next Parish Council Forum event, which will focus on the Council’s ongoing work on the new Local Plan, alongside other planning policy matters that your Parish Council may find useful and informative.
The next Forum event will take place at Lancaster’s Storey Institute (Reading Room) on the afternoon of Tuesday 16 June 2026. The Forum will begin at 2.00pm (tea, coffee and registration from 1.30pm) and will conclude at 4.00pm.
A great deal has happened since we last met in 2025. As part of this Forum, we will provide updates on recent new changes to planning regulations and national planning policy in relation to plan-making. The Forum will also provide an opportunity to update Parishes on other related work, including site assessments, the Call for Sites process and nominations for Local Green Spaces.
Councillors to determine whether anyone can attend this Forum event.


27/31 Planning Applications – 
28/05/2026 26/00464/LB Above Beck Farm for Mr and Mrs Harrison – Listed building application for part retrospective change of use of dwelling into two separate dwellings, infill of internal doors, creation of a secondary access and erection of a boundary wall.

26/05/2026 26/00476/LB Summersgill Farm - Listed building application for the reinstatement of lime-based mortars, installation of two cast iron vents, installation of two windows to the north gable, replacement of all existing windows with new timber casement windows, replacement of guttering, downpipes and soil pipes, removal of concrete floors, installation of insulated limecrete floor incorporating underfloor heating, installation of plaster and alterations to internal partitions and ceilings, creation of new bathrooms, construction of balustrade at first floor level, creation of new openings and alterations to existing openings, installation of new kitchen, repair of floor structure, installation of internal walls, new heating system and ground source heat pump, removal and reinstatement of hardstanding.


27/32 PROWs: Main St – Home Farm, DMMO 804-763 – Appeals process is ongoing.
Wennington Rd DMMO 804-620 – path approved and to be added to the Definitive Map. More details can be found on the Parish Council website.
27/33 Wray Community Orchard  -  Awaiting quote for hard-standing for picnic tables.
27/34 Village Greens – 
a) Parish Playground – Clerk contacted contractors recommended by Lancaster City Council. Proludic and Wiksteed are preparing quotes.
27/35 Speed calming measures for the village
SPIDS – engineer assessment has approved the sites with some minor alterations as to the position of the poles. Cost for poles and installation £1398.00 exc. VAT. Council to give final approval for installation and ordering of the SPIDs.
27/36- Smithy Brow: CONFIDENTIAL
Council to consider and respond to the requests from solicitors for “replies to commercial property standard enquires” (CPSE.7) and specific requirements of the positive covenant.
27/37 - Flood Gardens defibrillator  - Council asked to reconsider how future purchases are made, requesting that the Council purchase items directly. Clerk requested more details be provided about the defibrillators and who is currently responsible for them, so that the Council could make a well-informed decision. Response received:
“My understanding that the Institute bought the defibs. Whatever the funding source it would have been for purchase only, not maintenance. Since then, pads and batteries have become consumables to replace at or just before expiry. There are no grants involved in that. Pads last 2 years and batteries around 10 years depending upon use. Whether an individual pays for the consumables or if the Institute pays is of little matter. The invoice provided to the PC is a record of purchase with my name on it. It will pass any audit trail as the PC has agreed to pay for the upkeep. We adopt a similar approach at the Institute defib. If an individual pays for the consumables it usually means they are obtained faster and thus keeps the defib online and emergency ready whilst maximising the expense of the older battery and expiring pads. This is important. We simply submit a personal expense claim with the expense having been pre-authorised by the trustees and payment authorised via our banking system.”
Council to decide whether they will buy replacement items directly, as opposed to the original agreement of reimbursing the Village Institute.
27/38 Church graveyard extension – Peter Edge provided further information on this matter via email, as requested:
“On Monday 13th April 2026, myself (Peter Edge) and Judith Wrigley met Rosemary Berry on site to discuss a possible extension of Wray Churchyard. Judith Wrigley and myself were representing the Parochial Church Council of Holy Trinity Church Wray. Rosemary, I believe, is the landowner. She and her mother Phyllis Holt had indicated to the late John Ryle and Tamsin Hartley that they would be willing to let us have land for the enlargement of Wray churchyard. The churchyard only has space for an estimated 20 years of burials before it is full and looking to the future for an extension is needed
 
The land in question is part of the west end of the field where the fairground goes during Wray Fair. It borders on the unbuilt straight section of Holme Farm Close across the road from the children's playground. We looked at the land and agreed on a rectangle of land approximately 70 paces by 25 paces from the end of Mishnish Garage, extending parallel to Holme Farm Close, from Mishnish (the first house of Holme Farm Close) to opposite the start of the new houses close to Apple Tree Barn.
 
What myself and Judith were unsure of was whether such a portion of land would be offered to us as a gift or would be offered for sale at an unknown price. Rosemary knew the Parish Council were involved via Tamsin a few years ago now and the offer she came up on 13th April with was that this rectangle of land be swapped for Rush Butts across the river from the sewage works. Rush Butts is I believe the portion of land owned by the Parish Council that is completely surrounded by land owned by the Holt family and only farmable by themselves. She said she regarded it as a tidying up exercise to go ahead with the swap.
 
I did not write to the Parish Council after the meeting because that evening it so happened that there was a Parish Council meeting and I could go as a member of the public and explain the situation. This I did and this email is putting it in writing as requested by Abbey Harrison, the Clerk to the Parish Council.  It would seem that it would be the Parish Council giving Rush Butts to Rosemary and in exchange Rosemary would give the Parish Council a parcel of land in the village for the purpose of an extension to the village burial ground. I stressed at the meeting that the Church of England church is the national established church and the Vicar, the Reverend Jane Lee is the Vicar of the whole village.  All residents of the village regardless of religious denomination or otherwise have a right to be buried in the church graveyard. So this extension to the graveyard would be a village facility although it would be administered and managed by the Parish Church.
 
Further thoughts: The extended churchyard would be a protected green space and would prevent future housing development alongside Holme Farm Close. It was Rosemary's opinion that the rectangle of land would not compromise the use of the field by the Fairground at Wray Fair. There would of course be expenses involved in the transition. The church has considered this and  would hope that it could by covered by grants, matched funding, fund raising etc.
 
At the end of the public session at your last meeting, the Parish Council said it would be put on the agenda at the next meeting. Thank you for that and I look forward to the outcome of your deliberations.”

This was forwarded to Cllrs for their consideration. Council to discuss the proposal and their response.
27/39 Matters Arising - 
27/40 - Date and time of next meeting – (meetings for year booked in with Wray Village Institute up to and including May 2027 AGM)
Monday 13th July, 2026, 7p.m.

