Wray with Botton Parish Council
www.wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk Clerk: Abbie Harrison
 E -mail: clerk@wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Monday 9th March, 7pm. Meeting Room, Village Institute
Minutes
Meeting commence 19:04
Present-  Cllr Walkden, Cllr Cheshire, Cllr Harrison (Chairman) Cllr Holcroft, Cllr Marshall, Cllr Crimmins (LCC), Abbie Harrison (Clerk)
26/141 – Apologies for absence – Cllr Wright sent his apologies
26/142 - Declarations of interests and dispensations – Cllr Wright is on the Village Institute committee.
26/143 – To approve the minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on Monday 9th February 2026 - Approved
26/144 – To co-opt to the Council – one vacancy – no applications.

26/145 - Council Admin – 
Santander bank account – Form to be submitted to Santander to close the account.
NS&I Savings account to be added to the financial register and details/contacts updated appropriately.
26/146 Finances:
Expenses: Lengthsman’s wages £220
Clerk’s wages - £407.68 (£389.28 after tax - £18.40)
Cath Halstead - £65 (playground fence repairs and post box purchase and fitting)
Income: none
26/147 Wray Village Institute – Harrison Drury solicitors are working on sorting out an issue with the land registry title in order for the transfer to proceed. As the land registry title is currently in the name of Wray with Botton Parish Council c/o Joan Wallbank, Clerk to Wray with Botton Parish Council the  Custodian Trustee of the charity known as  The Wray Village Institute, it is complex in its ownership as there are charity restrictions lodged on the Parish Council’s title.  The parish council is not a registered charity, but this does not explain why there are references to the trustees of Way Village Hall and that there are charity restrictions lodged on the parish council’s title.  
 The restrictions on the title stop any disposals of the title (i.e. the transfer of the title to Wray Village Hall), being registered at the Land Registry without the charity restrictions being satisfied or convincing the Land Registry that they should be removed.
 
When the title was registered in 2001 the small area of land at the back of the hall was transferred from Liesel Mary Fox from her property known as Malvern House.  This transfer refers both to the Parish Council and also the Trustees of the Institute.  The transfer details a trust deed dated 11 June 2001, but no copy is available from the Land Registry.  The Parish Council does not have a copy of this transfer, the Village Institute have also been requested to see if they have a copy.
The complexity of the title and how to transfer the title to Wray Village Hall has resulted in an additional fee estimate. Further, depending upon whether there is a trust deed and minutes available and what they contain, the fees may need to be increased again but  the solicitors and parties  are working together, and will try to minimise this risk but if required, to keep the fees to a minimum.
Parish Clerk has searched through all available paperwork and minutes, both hard copies and online and has been unable to locate any documents the solicitors have requested sight of. Clerk has informed our solicitors and Village Institute representatives. 
26/148 Banking – new mandate to be signed by Council to update who may access the account. Councillor Harrison and the Clerk signed the mandate to remove Cllr James Staveley from the Virgin Bank Records. 
Proposal – request new mandate to add new Council members to the Bank Account – approved – to be actioned by the Clerk and mandate signed at the next meeting.

26/149 Neighbourhood Plan – no matters arising

26/150 Planning Applications – 
18/02/26 25/01305/FUL|Erection of a single storey self-build dwelling with associated detached garage, parking and amenity space|Land To Rear Of 34 Wennington Road Home Farm Close Wray Lancashire. No Objection.

APPEAL - 24/00630/FUL|Erection of an agricultural workers dwelling and installation of a package treatment plant|Curwen Hill Farm Hornby Road Wray Lancaster Lancashire LA2 8JL Appeals documents can be viewed on Lancaster Planning Portal It was unclear what the treatment plant was for, but no comments at this time on the appeal.

26/151  PROWs: Main St – Home Farm, DMMO 804-763 – Appeals process is ongoing.
Wennington Rd DMMO 804-620 – appeals process is ongoing. 
26/152 Wray Community Orchard  -  Awaiting quote for hard-standing for picnic tables
26/153 Village Greens – 
a) Parish Playground –  Clerk contacted Public Realms again and received a response on 9th March (with much thanks to Cllr J Pritchard for her help) stating that no work could be undertaken in this year as they were fully booked (Apr ‘25-March ‘26). Council resolved the Clerk should request repairs be added to their work schedule for 2026-27 and the swings will be checked regularly for further signs of damage. Should there be any concern about the swing set being safe to use, Council approved the removal of the swings until such time as the frame part can be replaced. If repair is not possible, Council will consider replacement options.
26/154 - Speed calming measures for the village
SPIDS – 
Proposal – Council to decide which site/s to proceed with so a consultation can be put out to the residents around the sites. Council resolved to place a solar powered SPID and pole at Wennington 2 site (next to BT box) and Hornby 1 site (Wray Chapel car park). Clerk is to request new quotes for SPIDs from Pandora Signs and Elancity. Clerk is to advise LCC of the decision on the sites so engineer assessments can take place. Clerk to produce an update for local residents to inform of the decision and planned locations of the sites.
26/155 - Smithy Brow: 
Richard Turner and Sons were instructed to proceed with advertising the site for sale. Harrison Drury Solicitors were contacted to enquire about the details of the named person on the Land Registry and whether that would cause similar delays as we are experiencing with the transfer of the Village Institute. RTS contacted the Clerk as a neighbouring property have requested a right of way be added to the particulars of the sale. The Clerk was instructed to ask our solicitors to check the deeds to the land to see whether any rights of way or access are recorded and inform RTS that the sales particulars not be altered unless the deeds show rights of way across the plot.
26/156 Matters Arising – James Staveley has completed the feet for the benches on the Flood Garden and they are being galvanised. The benches will be able to be re-installed once these are returned and the seats have been repaired. 
Cllr Harrison issued his apologies as he will be unable to attend the meeting in April due to work commitments.
26/157 - Date and time of next meeting – 
Monday 13th April, 2026, 7p.m.


