Wray with Botton Parish Council
www.wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk Clerk: Abbie Harrison
Tel 07443839625 E -mail: clerk@wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Monday 9th February, 7pm. Meeting Room, Village Institute
Minutes

Present -  Cllr Harrison, Cllr Wright, Cllr Walkden, Cllr Cheshire, John Marshall, John Holcroft, Melanie Cookson-Carter from Lancaster City Museums. Cllr Joyce Pritchard, one member of the public.

26/123 – Apologies for absence – Cllr Shaun Crimmins (LCC) sent his apologies
26/124 - Declarations of interests and dispensations – Cllr Wright is on the Village Institute committee.
26/125 – To approve the minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on Monday 12th January 2026 - Approved
26/126 – To co-opt to the Council – three vacancies – Dr. John Marshall has decided to rejoin the Parish Council and was co-opted at this meeting. John Holcroft who was also co-opted to the Council at this meeting.

26/127 - Lancaster City Museums to speak to the Council about a current project. Trying to make sure, following a 2 year development phase and a 3 year delivery phase that the City Museum is more representative of the region as a whole.  
Questions for Parish Council and local community to consider– what matters to the people of Wray? How can Wray best be represented within the museums? What resources do we have from the archives? 
How important do you think heritage is to Wray’s identity?
Cllr Harrison spoke about the importance of understanding our local history.
Cllr Marshall talked about the photo history of Wray. 
Cllr Walkden mentioned the history of events in Wray, such as the Floods and the pop-up events held about that in previous years.
Cllr Cheshire spoke about the work of David Kenyon and the records he has produced over the years.
Melanie Cookson-Carter spoke about looking into creating a repository in Lancaster for Parish Councils to be able to store their historic records which can then be used as a research centre.
The Council was asked:
· What are the 3 top things about Wray that people remember? – the Flood, Scarecrow Festival, history of the industry e.g. mills, clog making etc.
· Are there any other ways you can think the project can support the people of Wray – should it be community shared or is it dependent on a few people? 
· What would you like to see in a redeveloped museum?  Trying to engage young people in their local history.
· Are there any “weird and wonderful” tales from Wray?
Melanie will email a list of questions through which we can share in the community and see what local history/folklore can be unearthed. This will be an ongoing project so submissions can be received regularly – August 2026 is the date they will be submitting their bid for funding and then they will enter the 2 year development phase.

26/128 - Council Admin – 
Santander bank account – Santander require photo identification of Cllr Marshall before they can proceed.
NS&I Savings account to be added to the financial register and details/contacts updated appropriately.
26/129 Finances:
Expenses: Lengthsman’s wages £198.00
Clerk’s wages - £407.68 (£389.28 after tax - £18.40)
Income: none
26/130 Wray Village Institute – Harrison Drury solicitors advised the process was proving more complicated than anticipated and requested additional fees from Village Institute to cover the additional costs. Village Institute requested revised fees be shared between Parish Council and Institute. Proposal – Clerk to request a breakdown of costs so that decisions can be made as to the possible sharing of costs.
26/131 Banking – no matters arising
26/132 Neighbourhood Plan – no matters arising
26/133 Planning Applications – 26/0032/TCA|Ash (74/75) - Section fell three stems to ground level Ash (76) - Section fell to ground level Sycamore (77/78) - Section fell to ground level. Spout Brow Wood, Spout Beck Lane, Wray No objections

26/134 PROWs: Main St – Home Farm, DMMO 804-763 – Appeals process is ongoing.
Wennington Rd DMMO 804-620 – appeals process is ongoing. 
26/135 Wray Community Orchard  -  Awaiting quote for hard-standing for picnic tables
26/136 Village Greens – 
a) Parish Playground –  Clerk Lancaster City Council and has been assured our request has now reached the appropriate department and they should be in touch soon. Clerk also contacted Creative Play UK who said they would have to assess the site themselves to see if they had the materials to make the repairs to the timber equipment, which would be charged at £95+VAT. Another firm reviewed the playground inspection report and advised that repair of the swing set timbers would be costly and advised a new swing set might prove to be a better investment Proposal –Council to decide whether to engage Creative Play or wait for contact from Lancaster City Council. Council resolved to allow one more month for Lancaster City  Council to get back to us and Cllr Pritchard offered to look into this as well to see what they were able to offer. Council resolved that, should Lancaster City Council not be able to action repairs, the swing set may have to be removed for safety reasons whilst an alternative piece of equipment can be sourced and funded.
b) Dog poo – becoming an issue again – the lengthsman has had to bill us for cleaning up dog poo around the Spout. Clerk to publicise again on online forums to remind people to clean up after their dogs.
26/137 - Speed calming measures for the village
SPIDS – The Wennington Road site (by the BT box) has been assessed as suitable for a solar powered SPID. Hornby Site by the barn has been assessed as unsuitable for a solar powered device due to proximity to the hedge and damage from hedge cutting.  Could have a mobile device there, however access to the site is limited and the battery would need to be replaced fortnightly.
A temporary mobile SPID has been offered to trial on the Chapel car park so that we can see whether it has an impact on speed and local residents can also assess how much, if any, impact it has on their property.
Clerk to prepare a consultation for residents on Wennington Road near the new site for SPID. Clerk to arrange with LCC for the placement of mobile SPID at Wray Chapel Car Park.
26/138 - Smithy Brow: 
Turners instructed to value the land and prepare sale of this parcel of land. Clerk to advise to add vendor to be a resident/ own property in the village. The guide price will be offers in the region of £20,000. Clerk to ensure the land registry is up to date. Request Turners put some marker spray/pegs round the site and For Sale sign on the site – with plan outline on the sign also.
31st March deadline for informal tenders. Decision to be made at meeting of 13th April, or at an extraordinary meeting. Sale completion by end of April should a bid be accepted.
26/139 AOB – 
New  litter bins – Village Institute bin no longer has ash tray in top. Three complaints received from residents about the size of the new bins. As Lancaster City Council is moving to collection of waste on a 3-weekly rota, the Parish Council think the larger bins will  prove beneficial to the village. Clerk to contact to see if an ashtray can be added to the new bins.
NS&I accounts need to be added to the record of accounts – Clerk to action.
Re-organisation of County Councils – Cllrs given a summary of the proposals and encouraged to read through the information emailed through and provide feedback to the Clerk via email. This has been publicised on our website and Facebook as the consultation is open to the public.
26/140 - Date and time of next meeting – 
Monday 9th  March, 2026, 7p.m.
Meeting closed at  20:26p.m.


