Wray with Botton Parish Council
www.wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk Clerk: Abbie Harrison
 E -mail: clerk@wraywithbottonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Monday 13th April, 7pm. Meeting Room, Village Institute
Minutes
Meeting commenced at 19:00

Present – Cllr Wright (Vice-chair), Cllr Walkden, Cllr Cheshire, Cllr Marshall, Cllr Holcroft. City Councillor Joyce Pritchard. One member of the public.

Open Forum – Peter Edge approached the Council as Secretary of the Parochial Parish Council, to discuss extension of the church yard. Parallel to Home Farm Close, a narrow strip of land from the field (Holt’s, rented by Wrights) proposed to be used for the extension of the church graveyard. There has previously been suggestions of a swap of land for the Parish land owned near Rushbutts. There would be expenses for the church, change of use, fencing off etc. Proposal for whether the Parish Council would be in agreement with swapping the Parish owned land for the extension to the graveyard land. To add to the agenda for May for discussion.

26/158 – Apologies for absence – Cllr Harrison sent his apologies.
26/159 - Declarations of interests and dispensations – Cllr Wright is on the Village Institute committee.
26/160 – To approve the minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026 - approved
26/161 – To co-opt to the Council – one vacancy – no applications

26/162 - Council Admin – 
A) Santander bank account – Cllr Cheshire to update on closure of account. Sent in last week, Cllr Cheshire continues to chase up.
B) NS&I Savings account to be added to the financial register and details/contacts updated appropriately.
C) Clerk to present end of year accounts. Approved – accounts to be published on the Parish website.
D) Insurance renewal information request – to be considered by Council to ensure that all items are accounted for in the insurance policy – proposal - consider increasing the street furniture cover to cover benches – Council determined not to increase street furniture allowance but to check about SPIDs. Clerk to send questionnaire in and enquire about additonal coverage for SPIDs if they are not covered under some heading already.
26/163 Finances:
Expenses: Lengthsman’s wages £286.00
Clerk’s wages - £425.10 (£403.10 after tax - £22.00)
Repair of benches (feet) on Flood Gardens, James Staveley - £750
Expenses all approved

Replacement battery for defibrillator on Flood Gardens - £336 reimbursement to be issued once receipt received.
Income: Precept - £11,409.77
26/164 Wray Village Institute – Harrison Drury solicitors are continuing to work on sorting out an issue with the land registry title in order for the transfer to proceed. Costs have increased due to the complexity of the land registry title; to be covered by Wray Village Institute, as per initial agreement. No further update on this matter at this time.
26/165 Banking – a digital signature was not accepted for the mandate to update the members of the Parish Council on the Virgin Bank account, so a new case has to be opened and paperwork submitted with ink signatures. As such, new members of the Council will be included on this mandate, as well as removal of James Staveley. To be actioned at meeting in May once new paperwork received.

26/166 Neighbourhood Plan – no matters arising
26/167 Planning Applications – 
31/03/2026 Application No 26/00346/LB Proposal Listed building application for the replacement of two first floor windows to the front elevation For Mr Roger Shimmin Site address  Burnside, Main Street, Wray. No comments or objections.

24/03/26 Appeal: 26/00001/REF|Erection of an agricultural workers dwelling and installation of a package treatment plant|Curwen Hill Farm Hornby Road Wray Lancaster Lancashire LA2 8JL Rescheduled to 6th May 2026 at 10a.m. No comments.

26/168  PROWs: Main St – Home Farm, DMMO 804-763 – Appeals process is ongoing.
Wennington Rd DMMO 804-620 – appeals process is ongoing. 
26/169 Wray Community Orchard  -  Awaiting quote for hard-standing for picnic tables.
26/170 Village Greens – 
a) Parish Playground –  Clerk requested playground repairs be added to Lancaster City Council’s SOW for 2026-27 and received a response saying this would be actioned when the staff member responsible returned to work. Toddler swings will be removed for precautionary safety reasons until such time as they can be fixed or replaced. Clerk to announce on Wray Hub Facebook page to explain to residents.
b) Flood Garden – James Staveley has fitted new feet for the curved benches on the Flood Garden and they are now ready for the seats to be fitted back on once their restoration is complete, which should be by this weekend. New bench to be placed with back to the bamboo and perpendicular to the road, overlooking the Flood Garden.
c) Church yard – Lengthsman informed that a branch of a tree has cracked and, whilst currently safe, would require a tree surgeon to remove. Council to decide whether to organise this or advise the Parochial Parish Council to attend to the matter. Cllr Walkden to approach the Vicar to see if the Church is aware and has plans to deal with this tree. Council consider this to fall outside of the remit of general maintenance which our lengthsman carries out. 
26/175 - Speed calming measures for the village
SPIDS – LCC informed of decision to place SPIDs at Wray Chapel Car Park and Wennington Road (site 2 – near the BT electric box). Engineer assessment being arranged by LCC. SPIDs prices have increased a little since the first quote, these have been circulated to Cllrs for their consideration. Clerk produced an update for residents for the Council to approve at this meeting. Clerk to add a picture of the proposed SPIDs to the leaflet.  To be posted on the noticeboard and shop, website and Facebook.
Clerk received an email from parishioner about a near miss involving a child on Wennington Road – Clerk responded with an update on SPIDs progress as requested.
26/176 - Smithy Brow: CONFIDENTIAL 
As all bids are confidential, this agenda item was closed to members of the public to maintain the confidentiality of bidders.  
The Council received 3 bids from RTS and upon review it was discovered that one bid had been submitted via email. RTS noted that this was in contradiction to a point on the tender form. Although in contradiction to the point on the tender form, the Council agreed with RTS, this was a fully completed tender form and was able to be considered. The Clerk was instructed to clarify this was the case with RTS before they made their decision on which bid to accept. 
Council considered various options for how best to proceed to enable the Clerk to instruct the estate agents without delaying the process. One suggestion was to ask RTS whether all 3 bidders should be asked to resubmit their tender forms, with a deadline of 2 weeks, thus ensuring the integrity of the process.
Clerk to discuss with RTS. Emergency meeting to be called as required.
26/177 - Flood Gardens defibrillator request received for Clerk to organise purchase of battery for this defibrillator, £336, to be installed by local resident. Council initially agreed to reimburse for costs on this defibrillator. Council to resolve whether Clerk should be responsible for ordering parts as this is a change to the original agreement. Council resolved to continue with the original agreement of reimbursing costs once receipt has been received. Clerk to update Village Institute Chairman.
26/178 Matters Arising - none
26/179 - Date and time of next meeting – Please note this is the AGM
Monday 11th May, 2026, 7p.m.
Meeting ended 20:32

